GUARDIAN ANGELS PARISH
PARISH OFFICE:
1310 WESTPORT ROAD
KANSAS CITY, MO 64111
(816) 931-4351 PHONE
(816) 531-6396 FAX

UPCOMING MASS SCHEDULE
FRIDAY, 12/8—FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
8:15 AM
MASS
6:00 PM
MASS
SATURDAY, 12/9
4:00 PM
BILINGUAL MASS
SATURDAY, 12/23
4:00 PM
MASS
SUNDAY, 12/24 — FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9:00 AM
MASS
SUNDAY, 12/24 — CHRISTMAS EVE
3:00 PM
MASS
5:00 PM
MASS
MONDAY, 12/25 — CHRISTMAS
9:00 AM
MASS

OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY- THURSDAY ............. 8:30 AM- 4:30 PM
FRIDAY .................................... 8:30 AM - NOON
PARISH WEBSITE:
GUARDIANANGELSKC.ORG

EMAIL:
INFO@GUARDIANANGELSKC.ORG
RECONCILIATION:
SATURDAY................................3:15—3:45 PM
WEDNESDAY ............................5:30 PM
LITURGY SCHEDULE:
SATURDAY................................4:00 PM
SUNDAY ....................................8:30 AM AND 11:00 AM
WEDNESDAY ............................6:00 PM
THURSDAY & FRIDAY. .............8:15 AM

The Week Ahead………...

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2
4:00 PM
FRANCES AND DENNIS SLYKER
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3
8:30 AM
11:00 AM PARISHIONERS AND BENEFACTORS
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6 AT BISHOP SPENCER
9:30 AM FOR RESIDENTS AND STAFF OF BISHOP
SPENCER PLACE
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6
6:00 PM
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7
8:15 AM MARIA ALAVA
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8
8:15 AM PARISHIONERS AND BENEFACTORS
6:30 PM
PARISHIONERS AND BENEFACTORS
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9
4:00 PM
MRS. DORORES HIRT

PRAY FOR OUR SICK & MILITARY
Please pray for those who are sick or recuperating:
Elisardo Alvarado, Shirley Andrade, Angela & Henry
Barbosa, Scott Burton, Velma Campbell, Larry Clark,
Candy Colorado, Cathryn Dugan, Teddy Elmer, Jose
Padilla Enriques, Ruby Falk, Marie Furlong, Pat Garcia,
Ruth Romaine Glass, Steve Hansen, Sylvia Harral, Marie
Hash, Nick and Rita Hernandez, Thomas Herrera, Pam
Johnston, Adri Jordison, Freddie Juarez, Jackie Kallman,
Dolores Kiefer, Mary Konoroski, Mary Jo Lister, Peter
Lozada, Chad Marcus, Yvonne Martin, Fr. Joe Miller,
Kathy Neal, Charlotte Newel, Cathy Norbury, James
Norbury, Carol Oropeza, Celia Padilla, Jose E. Padilla,
Rose and Joe Padilla, David Panzero, Ashley Parton,
Blanca Pierron, Margaret Reid, Guadalupe Reyes, Teresa
Rivera, Maxwell Rock, Theo Stephen Ridenour, Jessie
Ruiz, Lois Ruocco, Betty and Tom Ryan, Debbie Smith,
Marigene Suellentrop, Pat Sullivant, Susan Tarwater,
Warren Toms, Beverly Tumberger, Soccorro Velo, Kay
Ward, Michael Weaver, Debra Williams, Mary Wood, Pat
Woodrum, La Vera Young, and for all the sick and
infirmed.
Please pray for those serving in the military:
Ryan Asbury (Air Force), Carlos Garcia III (Navy), Joshua
Kappler (Navy), Nick Malott, Michael Mathews (Army),
Joe Penniston, Nikolas Ramirez (Army), James Reyes
(Marines), Geoff Schultz (Air Force), Bill Suellentrop
(Army), Garrett Trowbridge (Army), Connor Wiltse (Air
Force).
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Sunday, December 3
9:30 am
First Reconciliation
11:00 am
Pre-School
Wednesday, December 6
6:00 pm
Social Justice Committee
7:00 pm
RCIA
Thursday, December 7
6:30 pm
What Catholics Believe
Saturday, December 9
10 am—4 pm
Holiday Craft Fair
4:00 pm
Bilingual Mass
Sunday, December 10
9:30 am
First Reconciliation Prep
9 am—1 pm
Holiday Craft Fair
2 pm
Christmas Concert

Parish Hall
Parish Hall
Parish Office
Parish Hall
Parish Hall
Parish Hall
Church
Parish Hall
Parish Hall
Church

Readings for the Week of December 3, 2017
Sunday:
Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 1819 [4]/1 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 13:33-37
Monday:
Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt
8:5-11
Tuesday:
Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 [cf. 7]/Lk
10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Mt
15:29-37
Thursday:
Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a
[26a]/Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday:
Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 [1a]/Eph 1:3-6,
11-12/Lk 1:26-38
Saturday:
Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. Is
30:18d]/Mt 9:35--10:1, 5a, 6-8

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

The 28th annual Guardian Angels' Christmas concert
will be Sunday, December 10th at 2:00 pm. There is
no charge to attend, but we will accept “free will”
donations. Come celebrate the spirit of the season and
the heritage of our community through music and
stories of Christmas Traditions!

FOOD PANTRY
We feel very fortunate at Guardian Angels to have a Food
Pantry to help with the needs of the hungry in the Westport/
Roanoke area. While we do utilize Harvesters for the majority of
our food supplies, we also depend on the generosity of
parishioners.
Current Needs in the Pantry: canned ravioli, canned vegetables,
soup, soap bars, body wash.
Thank you for your generosity to the Food Pantry!

The Reason for the Season
The holiday season is finally upon us: a time for family,
gift-giving and frantic schedules. This is an especially
joyous time of the year for businesses, many of which
do the bulk of their sales around the final two months of
the year. In the US, Gallup polls tell us that consumers
plan to spend an average of $906 on holiday gifts this
year.
With all of that holiday spending, one would expect that
American gift-receivers are full of holiday glee. But
stress from expectations for a “Norman Rockwell
Christmas” cancel out any joy that most could be
feeling. We all know that the alternative to the stress,
expense and environmental destruction of buying gifts
is to skip the material gifts in order to spend more
quality time with friends and family. Gift giving can be
an exercise in selflessness, but far too often it’s become
an annual chore.
Advent is the time to focus on the “Christ” part of
Christmas. As Catholics, we celebrate the birth of Jesus.
God loved us and gave His only Son to
take our punishment for our sins. He
paid the price in full. What better way
to honor this love, than to pass it on.
This can be done in a multitude of
ways, but if you feel compelled to give
gifts, perhaps giving to those in need is a better option.
This love can also be passed on by reaching out to the
lonely and marginalized. What better way to celebrate
Christmas, than to “model Christ?

Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast Days and
Holiday Marketplace
In honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe, we will have a bilingual
(Spanish and English), mass next Saturday,
December 9th, at 4:00 pm. This is also the
weekend that we have our annual Craft Fair
(Saturday and Sunday) in the Parish Hall. The
craft sale will have gifts for everyone on your
Christmas list! Always a favorite is their
Mexican hot chocolate and pan dulce (sweet
bread). The craft fair takes place in the Parish
Hall. Hours are 10 am till 4 pm on Saturday, December 9th
and 9am till 1pm on Sunday, December 10th.
Guardian Angels Giving Tree
Every year, Guardian Angels puts up a Giving
Tree in the back of church. There are angel
ornaments on the tree, with a needed gift
written on this ornament. Please choose an
ornament on the tree and purchase the item
listed on the ornament for a person in need.
Gifts should be wrapped and returned to the church with the
angel ornament attached to the outside of the gift. Gifts
need to be brought to the church no later than December
10th.

Parish Financial Support
Collection on November 19th
Envelopes........................... $1,436.00
Plate ...................................... $635.10
Total ................................... $2,071.10
Thanksgiving Collection ...... $317.00
Thank you so much for your generous support!
Advent Retreat
An Advent retreat for women will take place10am to
2pm on Saturday December 16th in the Parish
Hall. This is a time to reflect on this season's
message as we prepare to celebrate the feast of Christmas. Lunch will be provided by the Altar & Rosary
Society.

In Sympathy
Steve Burton, husband of Linda Harris, a Guardian
Angels parishioner, passed away on Sunday 11/26.
We pray that the love of God is a comfort to Steve’s
family and friends at this time.
A New Serenity Prayer
God, grant me the serenity
to accept the people I cannot change,
which is pretty much everyone,
since I’m clearly not you, God.
At least not the last time I checked.
And while you’re at it, God, please give me the
courage to change what I need to change about
myself, which is frankly a lot, since, once again,
I’m not you, which means I’m not
perfect. It’s better for me to focus on changing
myself than to worry about changing other
people, who, as you’ll no doubt remember me
saying, I can’t change anyway.
Finally, give me the wisdom to just shut up
whenever I think that I’m clearly smarter
than everyone else in the room,
that no one knows what they’re talking about
except me, or that I alone have all the answers.
Basically, God, grant me the wisdom to
remember that I’m not you.
Amen.
Fr. James Martin, SJ
First Sunday of Advent
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Guardian Angels Staff Members
Parish Office (816) 931-4351
Deacon Tyrone Gutierrez, OSF
Pastoral Administrator, ext. 103
tgutierrez@guardianangelskc.org

Mr. Hyunki Yoon
Liturgist, ext. 105
hyoon@guardianangelskc.org

Ms. Kate Riha
Administrative Assistant, ext. 101
kriha@guardianangelskc.org

Fr. Andrew Mattingly
Parochial Vicar, ext. 113
amattingly@guardianangelskc.org

Mr. Leo Hernandez
Maintenance Coordinator

To report abuse in the Diocese
Ms. Jenifer Valenti/Omsbudsman
(816) 812-2500

Sr. Linda Barringer, MMB
Associate, ext. 107
lbarringer @guardianangelskc.org

Why does today’s Gospel talk about end
of the world?
The season of Advent affords an
opportunity to focus on and prepare for the
coming of Christ at Christmas. This
meaning of Advent is revealed in the word
itself, which comes from two Latin words
(“ad” + “venire”) meaning “to come to,”
or “to arrive.” Yet if Advent is a
preparation for Christmas, we may be
thrown for a loop each year on the first
Sunday of Advent, when the Gospel is
always taken from what is typically called
the “eschatological discourse” of Jesus. In
this discourse, found in Matthew 24-25,
Mark 13, and Luke 21, Jesus speaks of His
return to earth at the end of time. The
discourse is full of vivid imagery of
earthquakes, wars, famines, persecutions,
false prophets, and many other things. The
question arises, then: what exactly does
this have to do with preparing for
Christmas?
The three comings of Christ
An old theme for the season of Advent
revolves around the so-called “three
comings of Christ,” and it’s here that we
find the answer as to why perhaps the
Church has always used the first Sunday
of Advent to feature Jesus’ eschatological
discourse on the end of time. The “three
comings of Christ” are: 1) His coming in
the flesh in the womb of the Virgin Mary,
2) His coming into the hearts of individual
men and women, and 3) His coming at the
end of time.
Advent, then, moves us backward in time,
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Mrs. Iulia-Anca Istrate
Emergency Assistance Coord. ext. 112
iistrate@guardianangelskc.org

so to speak, through these three
“comings.” The First Sunday looks into
the future to Christ’s coming at the end of
time. The next two Sundays of Advent
have a Gospel reading that always features
St. John the Baptist, whose refrain of
“Repent,” and “Prepare the way of the
Lord,” indicates the desire of Christ to
come into the hearts of all people. Finally,
the fourth and final Sunday in Advent
always features the Gospel of the
Annunciation or the Visitation, both of
which point us to the “first coming” of
Christ, that is, His coming to earth as a
human being. Throughout the following
three Sundays of Advent, I’ll focus a little
bit each week in this column on these
“three comings of Christ.” Below is an
excerpt from a very famous sermon given
by one of the greatest preachers in the
history of the Church, St. Bernard of
Clairvaux (1090-1153), regarding these
three comings.
Excerpt of an Advent homily by St.
Bernard of Clairvaux
“We know that there are three comings of
the Lord. The third lies between the other
two. It is invisible, while the other two are
visible. In the first coming he was seen on
earth, dwelling among men; he himself
testifies that they saw him and hated him
(Jn 15:18). In the final coming all flesh
will see the salvation of our God, and they
will look on him whom they pierced (Jn
19:37). The intermediate coming is a
hidden one; in it only the elect see the
Lord within their own selves, and they are
saved. In his first coming our Lord came

Kansas City, MO

in our flesh and in our weakness; in
this middle coming he comes in spirit
and in power; in the final coming he
will be seen in glory and majesty.
In case someone should think that
what we say about this middle
coming is sheer invention, listen to
what our Lord himself says: If anyone
loves me, he will keep my word, and
my Father will love him, and we will
come to him (Jn 14:23). There is
another passage of Scripture which
reads: He who fears God will do
good, but something further has been
said about the one who loves, that is,
that he will keep God’s word (Jn
14:23). Where is God’s word to be
kept? Obviously in the heart, as the
prophet says: I have hidden your
words in my heart, so that I may not
sin against you (Ps 119:11).
Keep God’s word in this way. Let it
enter into your very being, let it take
possession of your desires and your
whole way of life. Feed on goodness,
and your soul will delight in its
richness. Remember to eat your
bread, or your heart will wither away.
Fill your soul with richness and
strength. Because this coming lies
between the other two, it is like a road
on which we travel from the first
coming to the last. In the first, Christ
was our redemption; in the last, he
will appear as our life; in this middle
coming, he is our rest and
consolation.”
Fr. Andrew Mattingly

Procedures, Sacraments and Information for Guardian Angels Parish
Baptism
Contact the parish office after your baby is born, in order to
schedule the baptismal class and the date of the baptism.
Confirmation, Eucharist & Reconciliation
Preparation for this sacrament is offered yearly. Contact the
parish office for more information.
Funeral
Contact the parish office at the time of the death.
Marriage
Please contact Fr. Mattingly preferably nine months before
your proposed marriage date. Note that it is wise not to make
other arrangements until you know your wedding date is
available here at our church.

Bulletin Announcements
Items to be included in the bulletin need to be sent to Kate Riha
in the parish office no later than Monday before that Sunday’s
intended inclusion date. Announcements are subject to
approval.
Newcomers
Registration Forms are located in the literature holders in the
back and at the north entrance to the church. When completed,
these can be returned to the parish office or placed in the
collection baskets at Mass. Welcome!
Mass Intentions
Please call the office during business hours.

Penance
Saturday afternoon between 3:00 and 3:45 pm and by
appointment at the parish office.

Our Lady of Hope Catholic School
(next door to Guardian Angels on Mercier)
Mary Delac, Principal
4232 Mercier, Kansas City, MO 64111
Office: (816) 931-1693; Fax: (816) 931-6713

Religious Education
Sessions for children and families are held monthly.
Contact Sr. Linda in the parish office for more information.

Quinceanera
Please contact the office nine (9) months in advance to
schedule a preparation class with Deacon Tyrone.

Interested in Becoming Catholic?
This process is called Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA). Call Sr. Linda Barringer at the parish office for
information on this process.

Sexual Abuse
The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to
combatting sexual abuse in the church. If you are a victim of
sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect abuse:
• Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1-(800)
392-3738, if the victim is under 18 years of age.
• Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911
• After reporting to the aforementioned law enforcement
authorities, report suspected sexual abuse of a minor or
vulnerable adult to the Diocesan Ombudsman, Jenifer
Valenti at 816.812.2500 or JeniferValenti@att.net, if the
abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of
the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph.
The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and
healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families.
Please contact Kathleen Chastain, Diocesan Victim Advocate at
(816) 392-0011 or victimadvocate@diocesekcsj.org for more
information.

Sick or Hospitalized
Contact the parish office when your loved one is sick or
admitted to the hospital.
Parish Hall Rental
Parishioners who have been registered for one year or more,
should contact Deacon Tyrone in the parish office for rental
information.
School Cafeteria Rental
Contact Deacon Tyrone in the parish office.

Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
Friday, December 8 ................................ Feast of Immaculate Conception—mass at 8:15 am & 6 pm
Saturday, December 9............................ Bilingual Mass
Saturday & Sunday, December 9-10 .... Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast Day & Marketplace
Sunday, December 10............................. Christmas Concert
Thursday, December 14 ......................... Bunko
Saturday, December 16 .......................... Women’s Advent Retreat

First Sunday of Advent
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